Extracts 3/4 FROM “BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE”, M. MOORE
(after the Columbine High School massacre which occurred on Tuesday, April 20, 1999 in Columbine, Colorado)………… [image: image1.wmf] 

…..  

M. Moore:  “Yes, our children were indeed something to fear. They had turned into little monsters. But who was to blame? All the experts had an answer: (Different people) ‘Angry, heavy-metal subculture. - Where were the parents? - Violent movies. - "South Park." - Video games. - Television. - Entertainment. - Satan. - Cartoons. - Films. - Society. - Toy guns. - Drugs. Shock-rocker Marilyn Manson. Marilyn Manson. Marilyn Manson has cancelled the last five dates of his U.S, tour out of respect for those lost in Littleton. But the singer says artists like himself are not the ones to blame. (Someone) “This is perhaps the sickest group ever promoted by a mainstream record company.” 
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(M. Moore) “After Columbine, it seemed that the entire focus on why the shootings occurred was because the killers listened to Marilyn Manson. Two years after Columbine, Manson finally returned to Denver. […] There were protests from the religious right. But I thought I'd go and talk with him myself.”    

M. Manson: “When I was a kid growing up, music was the escape. That's the only thing that had no judgements. You can put on a record and it's not gonna yell at you for dressing the way you do. Tt's gonna make you feel better about it.  […] I definitely can see why they would pick me, because I think it's easy to throw my face on a TV, because I'm, in the end, sort of a poster boy for fear. Because I represent what everyone's afraid of, because I do and say what I want. […] the two by-products of that whole tragedy were, uh...violence in  entertainment and gun control. And how perfect that that was the two things that we were gonna talk about with the upcoming election. And also, then we forgot about Monica Lewinsky and we forgot about... the  president was shooting bombs overseas,  yet I'm a bad guy because I sing some rock'n'roll songs. And who's a bigger influence, the president or Marilyn Manson? I'd like to think me, but I'm gonna go with the president. […]  Well, maybe the president had an influence on this violent behaviour. Because that's not the way the media wants to take it and spin it and turn it into fear. 'Cause then you're watching television, you're watching the news; you're being pumped full of fear. And there's floods, there's AIDS, there's murder. You cut to commercial, buy the Acura, buy the Colgate. If you have bad breath, they're not gonna talk to you […] It's a campaign of fear and consumption. And that's what I think that's it's all based on, is the whole idea that: keep everyone afraid, and they'll consume. And that's really as simple -  as it can be boiled down to.” 

M. Moore: “If you were to talk directly to the kids at Columbine and the people in that community, what would you say to them, if they here right now?”

M. Manson: “I wouldn't say a single word to them. I would listen to what they have to say. And that's what no one did.”  […]

^^^^

(M. Moore interviews two young students): 

One of the girl: “ I'm Nicole Shleif.”

The other girl: “ And I'm Amanda Lamontagne.”

M. Moore: “ And you went to Columbine?

The girls: “Yes.”

M. Moore: “And you were with Eric and Dylan? In their class?”

The girls: “Yeah, we were in their bowling class.”

M. Moore: “In their bowling class?”

The girls: “Yes.”

M. Moore: “What's bowling class?”

The girls: “Just an elective you can take for a gym credit.”                    

M. Moore: “Where's the educational value of this, though?”

The girls: “Um... I guess there isn't really any.” […] 

(Deputy Sheriff Steve Davis on TV) 
“What were the suspects doing the morning of attack? I told you that I'd heard that they were bowling; that's the only thing I'm aware of.”
(M. Moore):                      

“So did Dylan and Eric show up that morning and bowl two games before moving on and bowl two games before moving on to shoot up the school? And did they just chuck the balls down the lane? Did this mean something? Um, I guess they went to their favourite class. Why wasn't anyone blaming bowling? for warping the minds of Eric and Dylan to commit their evil deeds? Wasn't that just as plausible as blaming Marilyn Manson? After all, it was apparently the last thing they did before the massacre. But wait a minute. There's lots of bowling going on                    

in other countries. 
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